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a practitioner’s response



• Independent, not-for-profit, technical advisory centre

• Supports the development of river restoration as an 

integral part of best-practice river management

The River Restoration Centre (RRC)

integral part of best-practice river management

• Achieve effective river management through influencing 

policy and disseminating information

Since 1994



Key issue: natural water retention measures

Habitat Enhancement 
& River Restoration



But also remember…

•For wildlife benefit

•For community benefit
Multiple benefits:

society & funders



The UK scenario today

• Current situation… flooding, flooding and 

more flooding…..

• Government level debates on need to 

dredge… opposite to working with natural dredge… opposite to working with natural 

processes

• Lack of recognition about catchment scale 

impacts from landowners to policy makers 

• Against a backdrop of catchment scale 

approaches  
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Natural rivers change shape and size to 

fit hydrological regime: global change?
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Examples UK –modified rivers

• Opportunities to design in climate change 
variability even in confined spaces for HMWB

• Think about the high flows and the low flow 
conditionsconditions

• And…. work with wider water industry to think 
about how and when we abstract flow

• Building resilience to climate change
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Flood risk and restoration: future proofing? 
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Development near Manchester, 

England



Development defined by the river
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Urgent need to sharing and use good practice 

www.restorerivers.eu

together with 

REFORM, REFRESH, 

BIO-FRESH etc



Restore: the afterlife 

RRC and ECRR committed to 

continuous support of restoration 

information dissemination
The river WIKI –

RESTORE and managed 

by RRC


